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And announcing,

Sour years after the

Sounding of

Perspective, the birth
of our first Apple
Laserprinter.
Weight: 77 pounds,

2 ounces.

Thank you,
Apple,
Jrom all of us at

Perspective.

EDITORIAL

On Apra. 23, 1989, the Hacvard-Radchiffe
Undergraduate Council resolved 41+24 thar
! “Harvard should have an ROTC pn;gram
i without academic credst on campus and calls
! upon the Faculty of Harvard 2nd the armed
tute ROTC as an on-campus program so that

Harvard undergrad are not disad

about the military by Harvard professors in
the Goveenment or § istory departments. We
do object to courses sponsored by Harvard and
taughe by military personnel. Making a spe-
cial faculey of military science 15 not a reaction
€0 2 lack of ¢lasses 10 che field; rather 1t s

merely an acquiesceace to the demands of the

taged unduly and that the armed forced of the
Uniced Staces are snsured 2 well-educated and
diverse officer corps.” On Apnil 30, 1989, che
Harvard-Radeliffe Undergraduate Counail
voted 43-39 to declare this resolution uncon-
stitutional on the grounds that ROTC's dis-

againsc b Is violates the

UC's constitution. We, as editors of Perspec-
tive, 2pplaud the decision of the Undergradu

ate Council. Beyond che 1ssue of homosexual
rights, there exsst 2 number of reasons why we
sull strongly oppose che resnsratement of

ROTC on the Harvard Radcliffe campus,

The military not only disciminates on the
| basis of sexual preference but alsa on the basis
_ of sex and race. Women are noc allowed to
serve 1n combat roles even 1f they are physi-
cally supenor 1o males who do serve 1n com

bat, And, while there are not explicic rules
discimnating against minonitics, the Con-
gresssonal Black Caucus has found that “ra-
cism has become insticutionalized at all levels
of the military.  Black 2nd other minority
service men are vicims of discamination from
the time chac they enter the services unal the
ame that they are discharged.” Will Harvard

choose 1o 1gnore chis disca 4

ROTC

prog

Students shovld not have to choose be-

tween ROTCand not going to college. Bring-
[ 108 ROTC on campus 15 not the best way of
[ helping the cconomically disadvantaged,
} Rather, the way to attack the problem of
unaffordable college education 1s through 1n
creased university and federal scholarships so
that low sncome students czn go to college
without being forced to join the mslstary.
Students should jorn ROTC out of a desare to
serve this country, not because that is the only
way they can afford a college education.

Harvard should not increase its ties to the
naton s milicary. The military 15 an impor-
tant mechanism by which the US projects its
poweraround the world The name of Harvard
| University should not be used blindly to pro-
| more every aspect of US military actvaty
world-wide. Not to say thac all US military
actions are reprehensible; however, perhaps
the most sigmificanc mission of a university 1s
tomaintain the distance necessary tocnuically
examine cach issue scparately. Harvard 1s 2
povateacademicinstitution, not an arm of the
US government,

The values enforced by the milicary—

o

ROTC does not meet Harvard Umver-
ssty sacademic standards. ROTC's statusas an
! extracurncularss notinquestion, butinviaog
ROTC back requires making it more than an
extracurncular In the late 19705, ROTC
agreed to come back to Harvard without their
courses recesving academic credst of ROTC
classes would be listed on teansenipts, ROTC
would recerve space on campus for its opera-
tzons, and ROTC teachers would constitute a
special faculty of professors of military sci-
ence. Military sczence 1s not a hiberal art, No
other undergraduare career cruning programs
are listed on Harvard transcnpts or given
space on Harvard'’s campus. ROTC is not run
by Harvard oraccountable to Harvard~blan
ket insututional support for ROTC compro-
mises the university’s academuc mussion. We

do not object to there being courses taught

to authority ] g obe-
dience, and a hicrarchy of power—are con-
trary to the Universicy s values of independ-
ence, thougheful inquiry, and equalicy for all.
Openness and entical inquiry are the founda-
tions of a liberal ares education. Some argue
that Harvard officers could reform the mili-
tary from theanside, However, the structure of
the milicary 1s one where officers execute
policy, not determine 1t. Harvard officers, no
diffeccat from other officers, wall have to fol-
low orders We, as editors of Perspective,
fiemly believe all people should have che nght
to choose whether or not tobe 1n the military,
but we believe a universicy must not sanction
a philosophy that 15 founded on an unques-
tioning submission to authonty.
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